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HABAKKUK

Habakkuk 1:1-17
Prophet to the Southern Kingdom

Of the twelve Minor Prophets none wrestled more earnestly with the problem of evil in society
than Habakkuk. Habakkuk was the “thinking” prophet who raised deep questions about the
workings of God in history—why God does what He does—why He does it in the way He does—
and why He sometimes does nothing. Habakkuk was a kind of Job of the prophets; like the
afflicted patriarch he wrestled with the hard problem of permitted evil and also like Job he found
peace through an overwhelming vision of the greatness of the LORD.

Open Your Heart: Holy God, cause our faith in You and Your inscrutable ways to run deeper
still as we explore Habakkuk’s soul searching questions and ponder Your awe-inspiring response.

Getting Started

Reflect on “Points to Ponder” from Lesson 1—in light of your study of Amos, Joel and Nahum.
Review your observations concerning the book of Habakkuk from Lesson 1.

Locate Habakkuk and his contemporaries on the Timeline.

Read Habakkuk 1:1 from the NASB translation.

Understanding Habakkuk’s World

The Seventh Century B.C. was a critical time in the history of the Hebrew people. It was the
prelude to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonian captivity for the people of Judah.
After the fall of Assyria, Babylon became the imperial center of Mesopotamia for the first time in
over a thousand years, leading to the New-Babylonian Empire. The ministry of three Minor
Prophets falls in this period: Nahum, Zephaniah and Habakkuk. From Habakkuk’s writings we
can determine that he prophesied sometime after the fall of Nineveh in 612 B.C. and before the
fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 587 B.C.

This was also a significant time in the religious life of Judah. In the eighteenth year of the reign of
King Josiah he began to repair the temple which had been allowed to fall into ruin. In the process
of this repair, Hilkiah the priest found the book of the Law of the LORD which had been missing
for years. When Josiah and those who were with him heard the Words of God they were
convicted of their sins and wept before the LORD.

Read the entire account in 2 Chronicles 34:14-33. (Notice especially verses 27-28.) Then read 2

Chronicles 35:20-25.

1.  What do we learn from these portions of Scripture that are essential to understanding
Habakkuk’s world?



Disillusionment set in after the death of King Josiah and Judah reverted to its former evil ways
under the reigns of his sons Shallum and Jehoiakim (Jeremiah 22:11-30). These patterns
continued until the fall of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. This was the era in which Habakkuk lived and
wrote and it is against this background that we must understand the questions that perplexed
him.

2. The style of Habakkuk is unique among the writing prophets. Read Habakkuk chapter 1 and
scan chapters 2-3 to get a sense of his approach and why he is writing. How would you
characterize his style? How is it different from the other Minor Prophets we have studied?

To Think About

Chapter 1 opens with a dialogue in which Habakkuk dares to question the providence of God. The
questions and probing by Habakkuk are among the most penetrating in Scripture. Just how far can
faith question God without rebuff?

Habakkuk’s burden: (Prayerfully reread verses 2-4.)

Ponder each question and complaint that Habakkuk lays out before the LORD in prayer. The verb

“call for help” (siwwa) implies a situation of crisis from which the prophet is seeking deliverance.

3. Describe the distressing problems Habakkuk saw day after day that created a problem of
faith for him (verses 2-4).

4. What can you tell about Habakkuk’s inner struggles from his anguished cries to the LORD?

5. Write out your own four questions that you have of God using Habakkuk 1:2-3 as an
example.



Heart Check: What do you do when you face hard questions and uncertainties in life? Do you
work through them with God in prayer as Habakkuk did?

Some people think that believers should never question God. That we should just sit and wait
faithfully and patiently. But one thing we can learn from Habakkuk is that this is a misconception.
All thinking Christians will wrestle with the problem of evil. (See Psalm 73 for instance.)

6. How can you use your struggles with the problem of evil to go deeper with God? Give
an example of how you have experienced this truth in your life; or provide an example of
how you need to work through some of these issues with God in prayer—waiting on Him
for answers.

The dialogue began with Habakkuk’s cry of despair to God because nothing was being done to
straighten out the perverse evil of his day: the people of Judah continued in their sin, God
continued in His long-suffering, and the prophet was baffled!

Now the LORD responds to His prophet: (verses 5-11) and Habakkuk records it for time and
eternity. Reread these verses several times.

7. What was the wonder that God was going to do in Habakkuk’s day (1:5-6)?

8. What do you think Habakkuk had been hoping would happen?

9.  Find all the words that describe the Babylonians in verses 6-9. What kind of people were
they?

10. Of what were these conquerors guilty (verses 10-11)?



The deeper perplexity of Habakkuk: (Reflect on this interesting section from Habakkuk 1:12-

17.) While Habakkuk understood the essence of God’s response to him in verses 5-11, he is

unable to bring it into harmony with his present view of God. The prophet therefore proceeds

cautiously in his response by appealing to God’s very nature.

11. How does Habakkuk address God in verses 12 and 13a? What does this tell us about his
personal relationship with God?

12. Inverses 13 and 17 Habakkuk reveals his fundamental problem with the way God responds
to and utilizes evil nations. State the apparent moral inconsistencies that are profoundly
disturbing to Habakkuk.

13. Habakkuk then presses home his argument to the point of exaggeration in an extended
metaphor where he attempts to change God’s mind (verses 14-17). After a time of reflection
give your explanation of the metaphor.

14. Can you recall a personal experience where you were surprised by the unexpected way God
resolved an evil situation? If so, share the circumstances.

15. What have you learned about God and His ways that would enable you to remain God’s
person in an unjust environment?

Bev Horn Praise God that He is in control even when wickedness prevails!



